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Agreement of the Formation
of the Caribbean Network
for Health-Promoting Schools

Participants agreement on the establishment of the Caribbean Network of Health Promoting Schools

At a meeting on Health-Promoting  Schools convened by the Pan American Health
Organization in Barbados from 26-28 November 2001, professionals representing the Ministries
of Health and Education of CARICOM and Associate Member States, the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico, and other regional institutions, recognizing the relationship between health and
learning, called for the development of a Caribbean Network of Health-Promoting Schools as
an important and significant process through which school communities might assume more
control of and improve their health.

This cooperative action of the Network coincides with those being taken in the hemisphere in
keeping with the plans aand actions for the implementation of the Health Promotion Strategy
as highlighted in the Caribbean Charter for Health Promotion.

The urgency for action is underpinned by the need to strengthen  existing structures for
improving the social, emotional, spiritual, psychosocial, and physical well being of students,
school personnel, families, and communities.

Therefore, we the undersigned hereby create the Caribbean Network for Health-Promoting
Schools.

Dated this 28th day of November, 2001.
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COUNTRY REPRESENTATIVES

Antigua and Barbuda
Maureen Lewis
HFLE Coordinator, Coordinator School
Counseling Services
Ministry of Education
Church Street
St John’s 
Antigua
Tel: 268-462-4959
Fax: 268-462-4970
E-mail: lenorelew@hotmail.com

Julienne Williams
Health Educator
Community Health Department
Ministry of Health
Cecil Street
St Johns’
Antigua
Tel: 268-462-5522 or 462-3809
Fax: 268-462-5003

The Bahamas
Glenda Rolle
Senior Education Officer
Ministry of Education, Youth & Sports
P.O. Box N-3913/4
Nassau
Bahamas
Tel: 242-502-2705 or 322-8140
Fax: 242-356-5215

Barbados
Maxine Moore
Tutor/Lecturer
Erdiston Teachers’ Training College
Pine Hill, St Michael
Barbados
Tel: 246-429-3620
Fax: 246-427-2776
E-mail: maxmo99@hotmail.com

British Virgin Islands
Ivy George
Manager
Health Education Unit
Health Department
Ministry of Health and Welfare
Tortola, BVI
Tel: 284-3701 X 4902
Fax: 284-494-3454
E-mail: ivy.george@utoronto.ca

Abigail Daniel
Education Officer
BVI Department of Education & Culture
P.O. Box 72
Road Town
Tortola, BVI
Tel: 284-494-3701 X 2241
Fax: 284-494-5421
E-mail: ashani0@hotmail.com

Dominica
Joan Henry
Coordinator Health Promotion
Ministry of Health
Dominica
Tel: 767-448-2151
Fax: 767-448-6086 
E-mail: health@cwdom.dm
E-mail: Dunamis2@hotmail.com 

Myrtle Prevost
Assistant Education Officer
Ministry of Education, Sports & Youth Affairs
Corner of Hall & Cornwall Street
Roseau
Dominica
Tel: 767-448-2401 X 3183/3226
E-mail: myrtleprevost@hotmail
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Grenada
Cecilia Peters
HFLE Coordinator/Curriculum Officer
Ministry of Education
Botanical Gardens
Tanteen
St. Georges
Grenada
Tel: 473-440-2737
Fax: 473-440-6650
E-mail: cp@mined edu.gd 
E-mail: cecilia_peters@caribsurf.com

Alma Smith
Consultant – Community Health Services
Ministry of Health
Ministerial Complex
Tanteen, St Georges
Grenada
Tel: 473-440-3485
E-mail: almaandossie@caribsurf.com

Guyana 
Bhagwandai Giddings
Health Education Officer
Ministry of Health
Division of Health Sciences Education
Ministry of Health (Annex) Lihiendaal, E.C.D.
Guyana
Tel: 592-222-5734 or 222-4414
Fax: 592-222-4413
E-mail: babsie_g@yahoo.com

DHSE@sdnp.org.gy

Lorna McPherson
Senior Education Officer
Ministry of Education
21 Brickdam, Stabroek
Georgetown
Guyana
Tel: 592-223-7900
Fax: 592-226-3117
E-mail: lorethamacp@yahoo.com

Jamaica
Monica Holness
Senior Education Officer
Ministry of Education, Youth & Culture
37 Arnold Road
Kingston 5
Jamaica
Tel: 876-922-9370>9
E-mail: y-mon2001@yahoo.com

Marcia Thelwell-Reid
Senior Health Education Officer
Ministry of Health
2-4 King Street
Kingston
Jamaica
Tel: 876-967-1100
Fax: 876-922-0024
E-mail: marcia.r@cwjamaica.com

Puerto Rico
Rosa Magali Aleman
School Health Program Director
Department of Education
Street Teniente Cesar Gonzalez Office Num 802
Hato Reg, Puerto Rico
Tel: 787-753-9320
Fax: 787-751-9420 or 755-5017
E-mail: rosa-magali-aleman@hotmail.com

St. Kitts/Nevis
Petronella Edwards
Program Coordinator - Non Communicable
Disease
Health Promotion Unit
Ministry of Health & the Environment
P.O. Box 186
Basseterre
St. Kitts
Tel: 869-465-2408
Fax: 869-466-8574
E-mail: catin@caribsurf.com

Sharon Rattan
Social Studies and HFLE Coordinator
Ministry of Foreign Affairs & Education
P.O. Box 333, Lockhart Street
Basseterre
St Kitts
Tel: 869-465-2521 X 1331
Fax: 869-466-3322
E-mail: srmoya88@hotmail.com
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Frank Clarke
Guidance Counsellor
Ministry of Education
Marion Heights
Charlestown
St Kitts, Nevis
Tel: 869-469-1569

Shirley Wilkes
Health Educator
Health Promotion Unit
Ministry of Health
Nevis
Tel: 1-869-469-7470
Fax: 1-869-469-1610
E-mail: swilkes-99@yahoo.com
Tel: 869-469-0236

St. Lucia
Anne Henry
Assistant Principal Nursing Officer
Ministry of Health
Chaustee Road
Castries
St Lucia
Tel: 758-454-6436 or 452-4416
Fax: 758-453-1080
E-mail: henryc@candw.l.c.

Arthusa Semei
Ministry of Education CAMDU
New NIS Building
Waterfront
Castries
St. Lucia
Tel: 758-452-3522/453-7057
Fax: 758-453-1989
E-mail: arthusas@hotmail.com

St. Vincent and the Grenadines
Sonia Ellis
Family Nurse Practitioner
Ministry of Health
Kingston, St Vincent & Grenadines  (or)
Marviaqua Health District
Levi Latham Health Centre
Mesopotania P.O.
St Vincent & Grenadines
Tel: 784-458-5245
E-mail: Kenmur@Caribsurf.com

Beverly Neptune
Education Officer – HFLE
Ministry of Education – CDU
Kingstown
St .Vincent & Grenadines
Tel: 784-457-1466
Fax: 784-457-1114
E-mail: bneptune@vincysurf.com

Suriname
Maaltie Ashim-Sardjoe
Director of Regional Health Services
Ministry of Health
Wanicastraat 188
Suriname
Tel: 011-597-400771
Fax: 011-597-400821
E-mail: stgrgd@sr.net

Hildegard Illes
Ministry of Education
Commewynestraat 31
Paramaribo
Suriname
Tel: 011-597-499612
E-mail: hmdilles@sr.net

Trinidad and Tobago
Carol-Ann Senah
Deputy Director Health Promotion
Ministry of Health, PAU
City Drugs Building
Charlotte Street
Port-of-Spain
Trinidad
Tel: 868-627-4117/625-3777 X 232
E-mail: dsenahs@tstt.net.tt

INVITED PRESENTERS
Dr. E. Benjamin Puertas
Director of Master in Public Health
Universidad San Francisco de Quito
Campus Cumbaja
Quito
Ecuador
Tel: 593-2-289-5723 X 420
Fax: 593-2-289-0070
E-mail: benjamin@mail.usfg.edu.ec
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Eng. Leo Nederveen
Education and Communication Coordinator
PAHO – LOJA
AV Manuel I Monteros, UNL
Loja
Ecuador
Tel: 593-7-586426/586427
Fax: 593-7-586426/586427
E-mail: leoned@impsat.net.ec

Prof. Antonio Saez,, Catedratico de la
Universidad Complutense
Presidente Asociación Iberoamericana de Salud
Escolar, Tesorero Mundial de la OMEP
Facultad De Medicina
2o Pabellon
3a Planta
Madrid
Spain
Tel: 34-91-394-1538
Fax: 34-91-571-9922/34-91-394-1539
E-mail: omepspain@eucmax.sim.ucm.es or

Saez/95/@eucmax.sim.ucm.es

Dr. Lourdes Soto de Laurido
Professor of Health Education
University of Puerto Rico
Medical Sciences Campus
P.O. Box 3
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00936
Tel: 787-758-2525 X 4505 or 4500
Fax: 787-749-9738
E-mail: lourdessoto@cprs.rcm.upr.edu

UNICEF
Elaine King
Project Officer – Health & Nutrition
UNICEF/Caribbean Area Office
Hastings
Christ Church
Barbados
Tel: 246-436-2119
Fax: 246-436-2812
E-mail: eking@unicef.org

FAO
Carmen Dardano de Newman
Food & Nutrition Officer
Food and Agricultural Organization of the
United Nations (FAO)
P.O. Box 631-C
Bridgetown
Barbados
Tel: 246-426-7110
Fax: 246-427-6075
E-mail: carmen.dardono@fao.org

WHO Collaborating Center to Promote Health
through Schools and Communities
Cheryl Vince Whitman
Senior Vice President and Director
Health and Human Development Programs
Education Development Center, Inc.
55 Chapel Street
Newton, Massachusetts 02458
USA
Tel: 617-969-7100, ext. 2300
Fax: 617-244-3436

Stephanie Malloy
Writer/Research Associate
Health and Human Development Programs
Education Development Center, Inc.
55 Chapel Street
Newton, Massachusetts 02458
USA
(617) 969-7100, ext. 2484
E-mail: smalloy@edc.org

Colgate-Palmolive
Kevin McNish
Product Manager
Colgate – Palmolive
Harbour Indistrial Estate
Prescod Boulevard 
Bridgetown
Barbados
Tel: 246-430-2532
Fax: 246-437-3501
E-mail: kevin_mcnish@colpal.com
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University of Puerto Rico
Graciela Rivera Mutto
Graduate Student in Public Health Education
University of Puerto Rico
Home address:
Lince Str. # 805 Dos Pinos
San Juan

Puerto Rico 00923
Tel: 787-751-6333
Fax: 787-764-6951
E-mail: rm_graci@hotmail.com

WHO 
Charles Gollmar
Division of Adolescent and School Health
Centers for Disease Control & Prevention
Atlanta GA 30333
Tel: 770-488-6100
Fax: 770-488-6191
E-mail: cwg2@cdc.gov

CPC/PAHO   
Patricia Brandon
Advisor in Health Promotion and Health
Education
PAHO Office of Caribbean Program
Coordination

Veta Brown
Caribbean Program Coordinator
PAHO Office of Caribbean Program
Coordination

PAHO/WHO
Dr Josefa Ippolito-Shepherd
Regional Health Education Advisor
Health-Promoting Schools Regional Initiative
Family Health and Population Program
Division of Health Promotion & Protection,
PAHO/WHO
Washington, DC 20037
USA
Tel: 202-974-3639
Fax: 202-974-3640
E-mail: ippolitj@paho.org

Dr. Paola Morello
Consultant
Division of Health Systems and Services
Development
PAHO/WHO
Washington, DC 20037
Tel: 202-974-3617

Colleen MacLean Davison
Health Promotion Officer
PAHO-Dominican Republic
Edif.OPS/OMS-Cruz Roja, 2 da Planta
Plaza de la Salud, C/Pepillo Salcedo+Recta Final
Ensanche La Fe, Santo Domingo
Dominican Republic
R.D. Apartado Postal 1464
Tel: 809-562-1519
Fax: 809-544-0322
E-mail: colleenmaclean@yahoo.com

Maria O.T. Rankine
Programme Officer
PAHO/WHO
Oceana Building, 7thFloor
2-4 King Street
Kingston
Jamaica
Tel: 876-967-4626/4691
E-mail: mrankine@jam.paho.org

Adrianus (Ton) Vlugman
Environmental Health Advisor
PAHO
Bureustr 33
P.O. Box 1863
Paramaribo
Suriname
Tel: 597-471-676
Fax: 597-471-568
E-mail: vlugmana@sur.paho.org

Caribbean Food and Nutrition Institute
Christine Bocage
Nutritionist
Caribbean Food & Nutrition Institute 
C/o University of the West Indies
St. Augustine
Trinidad
Tel/Fax: 1-868-663-1544
E-mail: cfni@cablenett.net
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Saturday, 24 November

Arrival of PAHO/WHO staff

Sunday, 25 November

Arrival of Participants 

Monday, 26 November

8:30 Welcome and Opening Remarks
Ms. Veta Brown, CPC/PAHO
Dr. Maria Teresa Cerqueira, PAHO/WHO
(Presented by Dr. Josefa Ippolito-Shepherd, PAHO/WHO)

9:15 Introductions of Participants
Ms. Patricia Brandon, CPC/PAHO

9:35 Objectives, agenda, Expected Results, Meeting Methodology 
Dr. Josefa Ippolito-Shepherd, PAHO/WHO

9:45 Schools and Health in the CARICOM Caribbean
Ms. Patricia Brandon, CPC/PAHO

9:55 The Global WHO Initiative for School Health
Mr. Charles Gollmar, WHO 

10:15 The Health-Promoting Schools Initiative
Dr. Josefa Ippolito-Shepherd, PAHO/WHO

10:30 Refreshment break

11:00 Country Presentations
Bahamas, Barbados, Dominica

11:30 Plenary discussion

12:00 Lunch

13:30 Country Presentations
Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica

14:00 Plenary discussion

14:30 Country Presentations
Puerto Rico, Saint Lucia, St Vincent, and the Grenadines

15:10 Plenary discussion

15:30 Refreshment break 

16:00 Country Presentations
St. Kitts-Nevis, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago

16:40 Plenary discussion
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Tuesday, 27 November

8:00 The Health-Promoting School Initiative in the Americas
Dr. Josefa Ippolito-Shepherd, PAHO/WHO

8:15 Status and trends of health education and health promotion within
the school environment

Dr. Benjamin Puertas

8:30 Methods and instruments for the surveillance of risk factors and
practices of school age children and adolescents

Mr. Charles Gollmar, WHO

8.45 Experiences of Health-Promoting Schools and Networks
Dr. Benjamín Puertas: The Latin American Experience
Prof. Antonio Saéz: The Spanish Experience
Dr. Lourdes E. Soto de Laurido: The Puerto Rico Experience
Eng. Leo Nederveen: The Loa Experience

10:00 Plenary Discussion

10:30 Refreshment break

11:00 Components for the formation of HPS Networks — Panel
Dr. Benjamín Puertas
Mr. Charles Gollmar, WHO
Prof. Antonio Saéz
Eng. Leo Nederveen 

11:30 Plenary discussion

12:00 Rapid Assessment Tools (RAT) and Diagnostic Methods and
Instruments

Ms. Cheryl Vince Whitman, EDC

12:15 Plenary discussion

12:45 Lunch break

14:00 Proposal for the creation of Caribbean Network of Health-
Promoting Schools and the gathering of baseline data (interests and
benefits to countries in creating such a Network at this time, and
possible priority areas for action)

Dr. Josefa Ippolito-Shepherd, PAHO/WHO
Ms. Patricia Brandon, PAHO/CPC

14:30 Plenary discussion

15:00 Work groups to discuss the creation of the CNHPS and to elaborate
proposal, principles, goals, terms of reference, structure, resources,
and functions of the Secretariat. Selection of Moderators and
Rapporteurs for each group
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16:00 Refreshment break

16:30 Plenary – presentation of preliminary proposals by work groups

Wednesday, 28 November

8:15 Summary of preliminary proposals for the formation of the
Caribbean Network of HPS

Rapporteur Group I
Rapporteur Group II
Rapporteur Group III

8:45 Communication and interchange of information -Bulletin of the
LANHPS

Dr. Benjamín Puertas
Prof. Antonio Saéz
Eng. Leo Nederveen

9:00 Discussion by work groups (to elaborate the final proposal for the
CNHPS, taking into account the comments of all participants)
Preparation of summary document

10:30 Refreshment break

11:00 Discussion by work groups (to elaborate a Plan of Action to imple-
ment the proposal, interchange of materials and information, and
the production of the bulletin of the CNHPS)
Preparation of summary document

12:30 Lunch break

14:00 Work group discussions and integration for the Plan of Action for
the CNHPS

15:00 Plenary – Presentation of terms of reference, organizational struc-
ture, goals, objectives, functions of the CNHPS, Letter of Intention,
and plan of action for its development and maintenance

16:00 Refreshment break

16:15 Commitment of participating countries
Signature of Letter of Intention

17:00 Closure of Meeting 
Dr. Josefa Ippolito-Shepherd, PAHO/WHO
Ms. Veta Brown, CPC/PAHO

Thursday, 29 November

Departure of participants
Departure of PAHO/WHO staff
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Pictures kindly provided by
Ms. Cheryl Vince Whitman, EDC 



Veta Brown, Caribbean Program Coordinator, Pan American Health Organization
(PAHO), Office of Caribbean Program Coordination (CPC)

M
s. Veta Brown, Caribbean Program Coordinator for the Pan American Health
Organization, welcomed the participants to the First Meeting and Creation of the
Caribbean Network of Health-Promoting Schools and extended greetings from Sir

George Alleyne, Director of PAHO. Ms. Brown emphasized that the Caribbean consists of a
diverse group of countries characterized by multiple cultures and multiple languages, and that
any Caribbean initiative must take this diversity into consideration. The challenge of this
emerging network will be to identify those issues these countries share in common and can
address collectively, relying on one another as resources in an ongoing effort to create Health-
Promoting Schools.

Ms. Brown reminded the group of key questions and critical health issues that must continue
to drive their efforts to promote health in the Caribbean: What are the determinants of health?
How do we examine the environmental, political, and socioeconomic issues that affect the
health of people in our countries?  How will we address the impact of HIV/AIDS and drugs on
the health of the population?  Any work being done in Health-Promoting Schools must
address these critical health issues.

Acknowledging the large workloads of these dedicated participants, Ms. Brown invited them
to build upon the work they have already done through collaboration and coordination, there-
by avoiding the need to “reinvent the wheel.” She also stressed the importance of building
alliances and networks and including the many stakeholders in the process.

Ms. Brown concluded by encouraging the group to be very active participants in the process:
“This cannot be an exercise for the sake of an exercise or for the purpose of producing a pub-
lication,” she urged. “Keep foremost in your mind the thoughts of how you will make a change
once you return home.”

1

Welcome and
Opening Remarks


